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History

Higher level and standard level

Paper 1

Instructions to candidates

 y Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.

 y The history higher level and standard level paper 1 source booklet is required for this 

examination paper.

 y Answer all questions from one prescribed subject using the relevant sources in the source 

booklet.

 y The maximum mark for this examination paper is [24 marks].

Prescribed subject Questions

1:  Military leaders 1 – 4

2:  Conquest and its impact 5 – 8

3:  The move to global war 9 – 12

4:  Rights and protest 13 – 16

5:  Conflict and intervention 17 – 20
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Prescribed subject 1: Military leaders

Read sources A to D in the source booklet and answer questions 1 to 4. The sources and questions 

relate to case study 2: Richard I of England (1173–1199) — Impact: Political impact in France: growth in 

prestige and strength of the Capetian monarchy; expansion of royal control.

1. (a)  How, according to Source A, did the Capetian monarch Philip II expand his control 

over territory in France? [3]

(b) What does Source D suggest about the political relationship between Richard I 

and Philip II? [2]

2. With reference to its origin, purpose and content, analyse the value and limitations of 

Source A for an historian studying the expansion of the Capetian monarchy. [4]

3. Compare and contrast what Sources B and C reveal about the expansion of Philip II’s 

control in France. [6]

4. Using the sources and your own knowledge, evaluate the success of Philip II’s policy 

of expansion. [9]

Prescribed subject 2: Conquest and its impact

Read sources E to H in the source booklet and answer questions 5 to 8. The sources and questions 

relate to case study 1: The final stages of Muslim rule in Spain — Key events and actors: Alhambra 

Decree (1492).

5. (a)  What, according to Source E, was the reaction of the Jewish elders to the 

Alhambra Decree? [3]

(b) What does Source F suggest about the meeting between the Catholic Monarchs and 

the representative of the Jews in 1492? [2]

6. With reference to its origin, purpose and content, analyse the value and limitations of 

Source H for an historian studying the expulsion of the Jews in 1492. [4]

7. Compare and contrast what Sources G and H reveal about economic change due to the 

expulsion of the Jews. [6]

8. Using the sources and your own knowledge, examine the impact of the Alhambra Decree 

(1492) on the Jews in Spain. [9]
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Turn over

Prescribed subject 3: The move to global war

Read sources I to L in the source booklet and answer questions 9 to 12. The sources and questions 

relate to case study 1: Japanese expansion in East Asia (1931–1941) — Events: Sino-Japanese War 

(1937–1941).

9. (a)  What, according to Source I, was the impact of the Japanese invasion of China  

in 1937? [3]

(b) What does Source J suggest about Japan’s invasion of China between 1937 and 1941? [2]

10. With reference to its origin, purpose and content, analyse the value and limitations of 

Source I for an historian studying the Sino-Japanese War (1937–1941). [4]

11. Compare and contrast what Sources K and L reveal about Japan’s invasion of China in 1937. [6]

12. Using the sources and your own knowledge, evaluate the success of the Japanese invasion 

of China in 1937. [9]

Prescribed subject 4: Rights and protest

Read sources M to P in the source booklet and answer questions 13 to 16. The sources and questions 

relate to case study 2: Apartheid South Africa (1948–1964) — Protests and action: Increasing violence: 

the Sharpeville massacre (1960) and the decision to adopt the armed struggle.

13. (a)  What, according to Source O, were the reasons for the MK (Umkhonto we Sizwe— 

“Spear of the Nation”) adopting the armed struggle? [3]

(b) What does Source N suggest about the events at Sharpeville in 1960? [2]

14. With reference to its origin, purpose and content, analyse the value and limitations of 

Source M for an historian studying the Sharpeville massacre (1960). [4]

15. Compare and contrast what Sources O and P reveal about opposition to apartheid. [6]

16. Using the sources and your own knowledge, discuss the significance of the Sharpeville 

massacre to the movement against apartheid. [9]
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Prescribed subject 5: Conflict and intervention

Read sources Q to T in the source booklet and answer questions 17 to 20. The sources and questions 

relate to case study 1: Rwanda (1990–1998) — Causes of the conflict: Other causes: colonial legacy.

17. (a)  What, according to Source R, were the advantages of the colonial system for the Tutsi 

in Rwanda? [3]

(b) What does Source T suggest about the Tutsi and the Twa in Rwanda in the 1950s? [2]

18. With reference to its origin, purpose and content, analyse the value and limitations of 

Source R for an historian studying Belgian colonial rule in Rwanda. [4]

19. Compare and contrast what Sources Q and S reveal about the use of identity cards in 

Rwanda by the Belgians. [6]

20. Using the sources and your own knowledge, examine the contribution of Belgian colonial rule 

to the 1994 Rwandan genocide. [9]

 


